
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Top Ten Vocabulary 

space Any place outside the Earth’s atmosphere 

launch To set something in motion (to make it move / go) 

country A country is land that has it’s own leader. 

continent 
A continent is a very large area of land that is made up 
of several countries. 

ocean A very large area of sea. 

astronaut A person trained to travel in a spacecraft into space. 

planet An object moving in orbit around a star. 

orbit 
A regular, repeating path that one object in space takes 
around another one. 

solar system 
Consists of the Sun and everything that orbits, or travels 
around, the Sun – including the Earth and other planets. 

hygiene The act of being clean and preserving health. 

Theme Knowledge: Explorers - Space      Team 1 Spring 2 

Synopsis  This half term we will begin by making and launching ‘rocket 
mice’ as well as asking the children to consider what they think we would 
find if we explored ‘up’ in our rockets.  We will imagine looking out of the 
rocket windows at Earth and recap the countries of the UK.  We will then 
be learning about the continents and oceans of the world.  After this, we 
will move on to looking at the different planets in our solar system with a 
focus on the planet Mars.  The children will also be learning about the 
British astronaut, Tim Peake.  We will finish the sequence by learning about 
space food and designing and making picnic foods of our own.  The children 
will be learning about knife skills and food hygiene. 

Key Knowledge 

Tim Peake was the first British astronaut 
to board the ISS (International Space 

Station), a laboratory 400 kilometres from 
Earth.  He spent six months living and 

working on the ISS in 2015/16. 

 

The planet Mars is known as the ‘Red 
Planet’.  It’s red colour comes from ‘rust’ in 

it’s rocks and soil. 

The highest mountain in our solar system is 
on Mars.  It is a volcano called Olympus 

Mons. 

Mars 

Earth 

Tim Peake 
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